INTRODUCTION

Father and Son was first published anonymously in the autumn
of 1907, Although some of the initial reactions expressed a
sense of alarm at what was discerned as a laek of filial respect
the book was, for the most part, well received and before
Gosse's death in 1928 was widely regarded as a minor classic
Indeed, within twelve months of its first publication there had
been four further editions of the work and Hdmund Gosse,
habitually cautious and preoccupied with his own literary
standing, was soon ready to shed his anonymity.

It is significant that Father and Son was more warmly received
in the United States of America (where it was published in the
same year), for in America the concern for propriety was so
much less than in England and the Victorian division between
the public and private realm was less tightly drawn, more open
to negotiation between author and his reading public. It was
not considered an offence to 'speak out1 or improper to reveal
the inevitable tensions between generations as they manifest
themselves in family relationships in, for example, the pro-
longed and not always conscious struggle between vulnerable,
resistant sons and invulnerable and powerful fathers, In a private
letter dated 2 February 1908 the American Shakespearean
scholar Howard Punicss had written to Gosse:

At two sittings I read every word of it. It is a very great book. The
best you have written and the most enduring; with it you will celebrate
your century. English literature cannot aftbrd to let such a book die.